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General Ideas for the summer holiday on a budget 

 

1.  Go for a picnic – even better – invite friends! 

2.  Find water: splash park, paddling river, the sea, outdoor pool, indoor pool 

3.  Use the local library – do the summer reading challenge! 

4.  Garden fun: make a bug hotel, potion making, den building, outdoor games, make an obstacle course 

5.   Access free tennis coaching: https://www.tennisforfree.com/; or do your local junior park run for free: 

https://support.parkrun.com/hc/en-us/articles/201853751-What-are-junior-parkruns 

6.  Camp out – go camping, or camo out in the garden, older kids could do this with a sibling or friend 

7.  Visit a museum, they’re free 

8.  Arts and crafts: encourage them to get creative with a crafty afternoon 

9.  Family board games: you can pick games up in charity shops, boards are so important for teaching turn 

taking, patience, dealing with losing and so much more.  

10. Visit a park, try a new park you haven’t been to before 

11. Check out local cinema deals 

12.  Go Geo-coaching - https://www.geocaching.com/play 

13.  Subsidised holiday clubs: you can use tax free childcare during the holidays too https://www.gov.uk/tax-

free-childcare  

14.  Movie night in the home – think cosy duvets, hot chocolate, fairy lights, pop corn  

15.  Fruit picking  

16.  Find a beach 

https://www.tennisforfree.com/
https://support.parkrun.com/hc/en-us/articles/201853751-What-are-junior-parkruns
https://www.geocaching.com/play
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare


Local(ish) Ideas for the summer holiday 

 

1. Fort Nelson – free and plenty to explore 

2. Twyford water works  

3. Bursledon Brickworks 

4. Spinnaker Tower 

5. Historic dock yard – pay once then you have access all year 

6. Southsea Castle– beach and arcades, pyramid – soft play for older children 

7. Winchester Mill 

8. Hogmoor Inclosure – climbing frames suitable for older children as well as younger 

9. Victoria country Park – beach, train, parks, history, forest area 

10. Queen Elizabeth country park  

11. Hinton Ampner, Mottisfont National Park 

12. Alice Holt 

13. Southampton common 

14. Rural Life Centre: the largest countryside museum collection in the south of England 

15. Bird world and Forest Lodge 

16. Chawton house library 

17. Butser Ancient farm 

18. Hollycombe steam museum 

19. Visit the titanic museum in Southampton 

20. New Forest activities  



https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/new-forest-activities-p1565241 

21. Winchester Science Centre 

22. Lepe country park 

23. Rock up – Whiteley 

24. Romsey Rapids, the quays swimming and diving centre 

25. Riverside Bowl - Andover 

26. Charlton Lakeside – Andover 

27. Petersfield pool, Eastleigh splash park 

28. Kids eat free : https://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/hub/things-to-do/kids-eat-free-near-me 

 

Plan in some time for yourself too, we all need a break and it’s OK for you to 

explain to your children that you need some time for you! 

https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/new-forest-activities-p1565241
https://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/hub/things-to-do/kids-eat-free-near-me

