Making chalk stream magie
Paying attentionto watery encounters g‘ |

with Ropley C.E. Primary School

Helen Clarke and Sharon Witt
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WhispersOf Chalk Sream Project
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/| KI £ 1 .{ThisNsbscbmfrnity project, funded
by Watercress and Winterbournes and the Lottery
Heritage Fund, whicfocuses attention on the
headwaters of the River Alre in the Hampshire
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this beautiful chalk stream rises at its source here
as a beautiful intermittent winterbourne, to
become the mighty River Itchen.
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Introducing making chalk stream magic

children in years 3,4 and 5 of Rople\e@Primary
Schoo] Ropleyto celebrate chalk streams during
their Arts week as part of the Alton Arts Festival.
We have come to know chalk streams through
looking, listening, making, collaging, knotting,
Inking, thinking, feeling and smiling.

The children regularly vidihe River Ale In
Alresford as part of theilgeographycurriculum
with their teachers andeader from theHampshire
Wildlife Trust. Thesartisticactivities complement
and expand their knowledgand understandingf,
andresponsivenes®, chalkstreams.



Conversations with chalk stream

Chalk streams are lively with stories
What if chalk stream could whisper?
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drop, mix, flow,

dilute, drizz
drip, trickle,

le, plop,

bubble, blob, dot,

stripe, run,

leak,

squeeze, pour,

press, blot,
seep, spill,

crush,
ooze,

percolate, sprinkle,
trace, spray, churn,
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We thought carefully about colour, shade, texture,
shape and pattern as we created our fistve gave
care and attention taur creations.
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overlap

. cut, stic
. blend,
le, combine, cut,

Choose
arrange

ming

, join

tear, merge, layer

fold,

meld, mesh,

Interweave, tear,

shuffle
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