
 

Making chalk stream magic - 
Paying attention to watery encounters 

with Ropley C.E. Primary School 
Helen Clarke and Sharon Witt  
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ΨLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳŀƎƛŎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣ  
ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊΩ 

 
9ƛǎŜƭŜȅΣ [Φ όмфрфύ ¢ƘŜ LƳƳŜƴǎŜ WƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ .ƻƻƪǎ 
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         Whispers Of Chalk Stream Project  

            aŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƪ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƳŀƎƛŎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ΨWhispers of 
/Ƙŀƭƪ {ǘǊŜŀƳΩ. This is a community project, funded 
by Watercress and Winterbournes and the Lottery 
Heritage Fund, which focuses attention on the 
headwaters of the River Alre in the Hampshire 

            ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǳǘǘƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
this beautiful chalk stream rises at its source here  

            as a beautiful intermittent winterbourne, to 
            become the mighty River Itchen. 

 

   
! ƳŀǇ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǳǘǘƻƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
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   Introducing making chalk stream magic 
 

 
We have been lucky to share a morning with the 
children in years 3,4 and 5 of Ropley C. E Primary 
School, Ropley to celebrate chalk streams during 
their Arts week as part of the Alton Arts Festival. 
We have come to know chalk streams through 
looking, listening, making, collaging, knotting, 
inking, thinking, feeling and smiling.  
 

The children regularly visit the River Alre in 
Alresford as part of their geography curriculum 
with their teachers and leader from the Hampshire 
Wildlife Trust. These artistic activities complement 
and expand their knowledge and understanding of, 
and responsiveness to, chalk streams.  
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Conversations with chalk stream  
 
Chalk streams are lively with stories- 

What if chalk stream could whisper? 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΥ  

¶ {ŀǾŜ ƳŜΗ 

¶ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƎƭŀƳƻǊƻǳǎ ƳŜΗ 

¶ /ƻƳŜ ǎǿƛƳ ƛƴ ƳŜΗ 

¶ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛƳƳŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ 
Ƴȅ ǎƘƛƳƳŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ 

¶ [ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ 

¶ tƭǳƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎƭȅ ŎƻƭŘ 
ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƛƴŘȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΦ 

¶ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ Ƴȅ ƳŀƎƴƛŬŎŜƴǘ 
ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ 

¶ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǇŀǊƪƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿΦ 

¶ [ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǊƛǇǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ 
ƅƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƪ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƳǳǊƳǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊǎ ΨL ƎƭƛƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛƴŜΣ L ŎǊǳƳōƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƪ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΣ L ŀƳ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦΩ 
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                                 RIVER  

wƻŀǊƛƴƎƭȅ ŎƻƭŘ 
LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ 
±ŜƴǘǳǊƻǳǎƭȅ ōǳǎȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ 
9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎƭȅ ŎŀƭƳ 
wƛƴƎπƭƛƪŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŎƻƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜǘŀƭΦ 
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     ²ƘƛǎǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ /Ƙŀƭƪ {ǘǊŜŀƳΥ ƛƴƪȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ 
 

 ²Ŝ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊȅ ǇŀǧŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƪƛƴŜǎǎΧǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ 
ŎƘŀƭƪ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΣ ƴƻǝŎƛƴƎ ƅƻǿΣ ǘǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǇŀǧŜǊƴǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΥ  
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drop, mix, flow, 
dilute, drizzle, plop, 
drip, trickle, 
bubble, blob, dot, 
stripe, run, leak, 
squeeze, pour, 
press, blot, crush, 
seep, spill, ooze, 
percolate, sprinkle, 
trace, spray, churn, 
ŦƛȊȊ Χ  
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    ²ƘƛǎǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ /Ƙŀƭƪ {ǘǊŜŀƳΥ collage creatures  
      
    ²Ŝ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜŘ                             
ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΥ   
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We thought carefully about colour, shade, texture, 
shape and pattern as we created our fish ς we gave 
care and attention to our creations.   
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Choose, cut, stick, 
arrange, blend, overlap, 
mingle, combine, cut, 
tear, merge, layer, join, 
fold, meld, mesh, 
interweave, tear, shuffle, 
ǎƘƛŦǘ Χ 
 
 We displayed a lot of 
patience and 
attentiveness.  


