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FANTASTIC FESTIVE FUN! 
What a fabulous week of 
festive treats we have all 
enjoyed!  On Tuesday, our 
Year 1’s and some of our 
enthusiastic singers from 
Years 4, 5 and 6 visited 
our friends at 
Brendoncare to entertain 
them with songs from the 
Nativity and also some 
traditional Christmas Carols.  The children were so 
considerate and represented our school values 
excellently.  The residents of Brendoncare really enjoyed 
the entertainment.   
 

On Wednesday, thanks to 
the fundraising efforts of 
our wonderful FROGS the 
whole school visited the 
Mayflower Theatre in 
Southampton to enjoy 
Snow White.  It was a truly 
magical experience for all 
the children (and adults) 

and one that they will remember.  The cast were led by 
the legend that is Christopher Biggins and we were all 
wowed by the dance moves of Ashley Banjo and 
Diversity.  The absolute icing on the cake, though, was 
Laily, Amelia and Zac, who were invited onto the stage 
by ‘Muddles’ the jester.  They were so confident and self 
assured and Zac even sang ‘Twinkle Twinkle Little Star’ at 
the end.  The whole audience roared with approval.  
What a magical moment for us 
all. 
 

Our week finished with 
Christmas lunch and jumper day 
on Thursday and a final service 
at St Peter’s for our whole 
Ropley community.  We hope 
that you enjoy a lovely 
Christmas and look forward to 
seeing you all again in January. 
More photos on website!! 

Be your best, achieve together 

 APPRECIATION      BELONGING      COMPASSION 

   I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people 

THANK YOU 
A very big thank you to all the parent 
helpers who came to panto with us and 
were so helpful, not only throughout the 
afternoon with the numerous toilet runs, but also with 
escorting the children from the coaches back to school 
at the end of the day.  Ropley is extremely dark at night 
and your help (and torches) were invaluable in shuttling 
our tired children safely back into school.  Thank you to: 

Nicole Kelly, Tamsin Armstrong, Emily Budd, Janet 
Kirby, Duncan Sergeant, , Alex Carpenter, Anna Irwin, 

Laura Silk, John Henry Wicks, Charlie Chute, Shae 
Jackson, Coach James, Kerry Martin, Sarah Allen, Brian 
Newens, Julie Stroud,  Christine Farrell, Cat D’Alton and 

Abby Bance. 

A MESSAGE FROM MISS VITTLE 
We have had a really successful Autumn Term at Ropley 
CE Primary School.   
 

From our newest children in Bumblebees settling into 
school life through to our Year Six children capably 
taking on their new  roles and responsibilities. We 
remain proud of the children and grateful for all that 
they bring to make our school a happy and flourishing 
place to be. 
 

Please find time to recharge over the Christmas break. It 
will undoubtedly be a busy time with lots going on but 
try to take opportunities to relax and 
rewind too. The children need it. 
 

We cannot wait to see you all on 2nd 
January ready for a brand new year and 
term! 

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK! 
Today we said goodbye to Vicky Howard.  
She has been at Ropley for the last 15 
months and has slotted into our team so 
seamlessly that it feels like she has been 
here forever!  We would like to wish her every success 
in her new role, we are sure that she will be as valued in 
her new school as she is at Ropley.  We will all miss her. 



 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Happy Birthday to all the children who have 

their birthday in this week and over the 
Christmas holidays: 

 

Cecily W  Adam W 
Bernie B  Oran C 

Chloe A  Vinnie B 
Ronnie U  Elijah M 

Henry P  
 

Thank you to Cecily W for the book that she has 
donated for her birthday, and to Annabel G for 

the set of books that she has donated from her 
home library.  Mrs Howling will put stickers in the 

front with their names on them. 
 

If you would like to donate a book, or something else, 
for your child’s birthday, the link to our wishlist is: 

https://amzn.eu/bXvpSme 

DIARY DATES 
New dates or changes in bold 

Tues 2nd Jan Return to School Spring 1 
Thur 4th Jan Multisports Club starts, 3.15-4.15pm 
Fri 5th Jan  KS1 Football Club starts, 3.15-4.15pm 
Mon 8th Jan Inclusion Hub with Mrs Hayes 
   9am at school 
Mon 8th Jan KS2 Football Club starts, 3.15-4.15pm 
Mon 15th Jan Yr R 2024 Applications Portal Closes 
Wed 17th Jan Phonics & Reading Workshop for 
   Parents, 9am 
Thur 18th Jan Teacher Led Clubs start (6 weeks) 
   3.15pm to 4pm 
Tues 23rd Jan KS2 Maths Workshop for Parents 
   9am 
Mon 29th Jan KS1 Maths Workshop for Parents 
   9am 
Wed 31st Jan Runways End Activity Day, Yrs 3, 4 & 5 
   Year 6 Height & Weight 
Fri 2nd Feb  FROGS Evening Social and Quiz 
Tues 6th Feb Safer Internet Day 
Wed 7th Feb Year 6 Flight Simulator Experience 
Fri 9th Feb  Pancake Races 
   Break for Half Term 
Mon 19th Feb INSET Day 
Tues 20th Feb Return to School Spring 2 
Thur 29th Feb Last Teacher Led Club Session 
Fri 1st Mar  House Cross Country, 2pm 
Thur 7th Mar World Book Day 
Wed 13th Mar Parents Evening 3.30pm-6.30pm 
Thur 14th Mar Parents Evening 3.30pm-6.30pm 
Fri 15th Mar Comic Relief Day 
Wed 20th Mar Full Governing Body Meeting 
Thur 28th Mar Easter Performance to Parents at 
   St Peter’s, 9.30am 
   Open Afternoon for parents to view 
   Children’s books, 2pm  
Thur 28th Mar Break for Easter 
Mon 15th Apr Return to School Summer 1 
Fri 24th May INSET Day 
   Break for Half Term 
Mon 3rd June Return to School Summer 2 
Tue 23rd July Break for Summer 
Mon 2nd Sept Return to School for 2024/45 

FROGS END OF TERM WRAP UP 
FROGS hosted another hugely successful wreath event 
on Tuesday 5 December. St 
Peters Church was a 
spectacularly festive venue 
with festive food and drinks 
and music. Special thanks to 
Laura Silk for 
coordinating,  Abby Bance for 
the refreshments and Emily 
Budd for hosting all day! 

£1,500 was raised towards school funds. Hope to see 

you there next year! 
 
As this term draws to a close we would like to extend a 
huge thanks to all of our class reps, FROGS, parents, 
carers and regular fundraisers who have contributed to 
our incredible school community and fundraising effort. 
Charles Chute at the house.partnership for the very 

generous sponsorship of £1,000, school Christmas cards 

organised by Tamsin Armstrong £349 and various class 

events and the Christmas Fair have topped us up to the 

tune of over £6,500! All of this contributes to the 

learning experiences for the 
children at school, from 
laptop and IT provision, 
development of Norma’s 
garden, our own garden, 
after school clubs, sports 
equipment, school trips and 
contributions to class craft 
materials. It is all very much 
appreciated. Thank you! 

DID YOU KNOW: 

https://amzn.eu/bXvpSme


 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 

PUPIL PREMIUM FUNDING 
 

Every year, the Government allocates funding to schools to help address the national trend that 
disadvantaged students do not attain as highly as non-disadvantaged students. This valuable extra money 
is allocated to schools to provide additional or enhanced provision, so that no child is left behind in their 
education as a result of financial circumstances.  This can include subsidising after school clubs and trips as 
well as providing additional learning support or resources in class, for example. 
 
Eligibility criteria 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 
a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 
Parents and carers can check eligibility simply and easily by visiting: 
 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants/ 
 

 

and clicking on ‘New Application’.  Once you have input your details it will return an instant result and 
notify the school office electronically of your eligibility.  If you would prefer us to check on your behalf, 
please email Mrs Burr with YOUR name, YOUR date of birth and YOUR national insurance number.  We 
would like to reassure you that all applications made are confidential and no child is identified as a Pupil 
Premium child in any way in their day to day school life.  Equally being entitled to free school meals does 
not mean your child has to eat a meal every day!   
 

Even if your child is in Year R, 1 or 2 and already entitled to Universal Free School Meals, if 
you think you might be entitled to this benefit please complete the form.  This valuable 
extra funding ensures that we can offer many different types of support throughout the 
years your child is at our school and will ensure they continue to receive free school meals 
as they move into KS2. 
 

Just one day of qualifying entitlement = 6 years of funding!  
Current funding = £1455 per child per academic year 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants/

