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BEE RECOGNISED 
In our Bee Book and in Celebration Worship this week 

the following children were recognised: 
Bumblebees:  Vinne U, Arthur R and Rory C for bee-ing excellent 
ice explorers this week.  They have been setting up experiments 
each day to see which toys would freeze overnight.  They they 
would work as a team to see how they could set them free! 
Max McC for showing good focus in phonics lessons this week.  
You are making great progress with your reading skills! 
Cissy B for bee-ing an excellent learner this week  She has tried 
really hard with her reading skills and has played beautifully with 
two new friends; sharing and taking turns with toys.  Well done! 
Honey Bees:  Robin G for having a positive attitude and working 
with enthusiasm to answer some tricky maths problems.  You 
worked with determination and you didn’t give up! 
Poppy B for asking really thoughtful and relevant questions in 
science this week when we were learning about animal 
classification. 
Carpenter Bees:  Rosie C for having the most amazing attitude 
to learning.  She always gives 110% in everything, whilst having 
the biggest smile on her face. Keep up the super work, Rosie, you 
should be proud. 
Year 3:  Ollie N for having such an amazing attitude to his 
writing this week.  His phrase of the week has been ‘I can do it!’ 
and he has used his sound mat and monkey dictionary to help 
him write some super words. 
Gwen B for always bee-ing ready, respectful and safe.  She 
challenges herself to be the best that she can be and has made 
great progress.  Keep it up Gwen! 
Year 4:  Alfred DH for consistently challenging himself in all 
lessons this week.  He wrote with flair and imagination to 
describe the changes in a Bronze Age settlement using excellent 
word choices. 
Celia W and Elsie S for brilliant progress in dividing this week.  
They both had a real ‘breakthrough’ moment when they 
understood how to work out division calculations.  Fantastic! 
Year 5:  Finley N, Jonathan P and Samuel H for writing fantastic 
biographies, showing concentration and perseverance to create 
well structured writing. 
George S for super improvement in handwriting. 
Beekeepers:  Cecily W and Evan G for bee-ing excellent 
historians and offering thoughtful contributions when studying 
old maps of Winchester. 
Charlie G for always bee-ing kind and helpful.  He’s always the 
first to offer help to others and is patient and caring when 
supporting others. 
Sofia M for bee-ing so creative in English, varying each list so 
that it sounded unique and was thoroughly entertaining for the 
reader. 

Be your best, achieve together 

 APPRECIATION      BELONGING      COMPASSION 

 You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream   

STAFFING NEWS 
All of the children, staff, governors and 
parents were told yesterday that Miss Vittle 
will be leaving us at Easter.  She has secured 
the headship at Oliver’s Battery Primary 

School and Nursery. 
Miss Kirby will be acting headteacher, supported by Mrs 
Hayes, Inclusion Lead, during the summer term whilst 
the Governors proceed through their recruitment 
process.  They will, of course, keep you updated once a 
new headteacher has been appointed. 
 

Mrs Lynn Thompson will also be leaving us at half term.  
She has secured a role within the NHS, so a different 
direction for her!  She has been at Ropley 
for 8 years as a valued member of our 
support team and many of the children have 
worked with her.  We will miss her and wish 
her every success in her new adventure. 

PARENT WORKSHOPS 
Our teachers will be offering the following workshops 
for parents: 
 

Wed 17th Jan, 9am Phonics Workshop for  
    Year R and Year 1 parents 
This workshop will give parents a better understanding 
of how their child learns to read and how we teach 
sounds. 
 

Tues 23rd Jan, 9am KS2 Maths Workshop for 
    Years 3-6 parents 
This workshop will give parents an understanding of 
how maths is taught through KS2 and how to help 
them at home. 
 

Mon 29th Jan, 9am KS1 Maths Workshop for 
    Years R, 1 and 2 parents 
This workshop will give parents an understanding of 
how maths is taught in KS1 and the building blocks to 
help them as they progress through their education. 
 

It is essential that you let us know if you will be 
attending so we can arrange the correct size room and  
cover for the teachers who will deliver the workshop.  
Please email the school office to confirm your place. 



 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Happy Birthday to all the children who have 

their birthday in this week : 
 

  Oscar L   James S 
  Marcus K  Charlie G 

 

If you would like to donate a book, or something else, 
for your child’s birthday, the link to our wishlist is: 

https://amzn.eu/bXvpSme 

DIARY DATES 
New dates or changes in bold 

Mon 15th Jan Yr R 2024 Applications Portal Closes 
Tues 18th Jan Mindfulness Club starts, 3.15-4.00pm 
Wed 17th Jan Phonics & Reading Workshop for 
   Parents, 9am 
Thur 18th Jan Computing and STEM Clubs start  
   3.15pm to 4pm 
Tues 23rd Jan KS2 Maths Workshop for Parents 
   9am 
Mon 29th Jan KS1 Maths Workshop for Parents 
   9am 
Wed 31st Jan Runways End Activity Day, Yrs 3, 4 & 5 
   Year 6 Height & Weight 
Fri 2nd Feb  FROGS Evening Social and Quiz 
Tues 6th Feb Safer Internet Day 
Wed 7th Feb Year 6 Flight Simulator Experience 
Fri 9th Feb  Pancake Races 
   Break for Half Term 
Mon 19th Feb INSET Day 
Tues 20th Feb Return to School Spring 2 
Thur 29th Feb Last Teacher Led Club Session 
Fri 1st Mar  House Cross Country, 2pm 
Thur 7th Mar World Book Day 
Wed 13th Mar Parents Evening 3.30pm-6.30pm 
Thur 14th Mar Parents Evening 3.30pm-6.30pm 
Fri 15th Mar Comic Relief Day 
Wed 20th mar Full Governing Body Meeting 
Thur 28th Mar Easter Performance to Parents at 
   St Peter’s, 9.30am 
   Open Afternoon for parents to view 
   Children’s books, 2pm  
Thur 28th Mar Break for Easter 
Mon 15th Apr Return to School Summer 1 
Fri 24th May INSET Day 
   Break for Half Term 

FROGS NEED YOU! 
Do you have a few hours each month to help 
our PTA run more efficiently and effectively? 
FROGS need your help with the following 
positions:   
 Secretary - arrange and join our monthly meeting 

to take minutes. Meetings are either in person or 
by Zoom.  No requirement to be involved in 
events.  

 Communications Chair - create and post content 
to our socials on a weekly or ad hoc basis. Help to 
advertise events. No requirement to be involved 
in events.  

Speak to any of the FROGS team or drop us an email 
at ropleyfrogs@gmail.com 
Also a reminder to buy your quiz tickets or enquire 
about joining a team if you haven’t already.  

NORMA’S GARDEN 
Now that we are approaching spring (hopefully!) plans 
are being drawn up for planting in Norma’s Garden.  We 
will be sharing the plan with you in the next couple of 
weeks and asking for donations of plants, compost, 
gravel, slabs etc.  Gardening club will take on the 
responsibility of maintaining it so that the children can 
get involved with planting. Although it doesn’t look like a 
large space, it will take some careful planting to make 
the best of the space and the light all year round. 

TEACHER LED CLUBS 
Scopay accounts have now been updated.  All children 
who requested a place at: 
 

 Year 3 & 4 Computing Club (Thursday) 
 Year 1-6 Stem Club (Thursday) 
 Year R-6 Mindfulness Club (Tuesday) 
have secured a place.  There are still a couple of places 
available at each club so if your child would like to take 
part, please contact the school office. 
 

Clubs start this week and run from 3.15pm to 4pm.  
Please collect your child from the playground as normal. 
 

Payment should be made before your child starts.  Please 
update your scopay account as soon as possible. 

FROGS Back to School Quiz!  
Friday 2 February 7:15pm 
St Peter’s Church, Ropley  

Tickets go on sale next week for our first evening social. 
“School Dinner” kindly provided by the Tichborne Arms 
(included in ticket price) and prizes kindly sponsored by 
house. Partnership. Team leader to sign up by email with 
your team name, team members and any food allergies. 
Alternatively send FROGS an email and we can pair you 
up and create mixed teams. It’s set to be a fun evening, 
complete with tuck shop and bar so be sure to secure 
your early bird tickets before 19th January! Space is 
limited. Cash and card payments accepted at school 
morning drop off Monday 8th January and Friday 12th 
January or pay by BACS. And remember no cheating, 
detention and forfeits will be given!  

See the poster on Page 4! 

https://amzn.eu/bXvpSme


 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 

PUPIL PREMIUM FUNDING 
 

Every year, the Government allocates funding to schools to help address the national trend that 
disadvantaged students do not attain as highly as non-disadvantaged students. This valuable extra money 
is allocated to schools to provide additional or enhanced provision, so that no child is left behind in their 
education as a result of financial circumstances.  This can include subsidising after school clubs and trips as 
well as providing additional learning support or resources in class, for example. 
 
Eligibility criteria 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 
a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 
Parents and carers can check eligibility simply and easily by visiting: 
 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants/ 
 

 

and clicking on ‘New Application’.  Once you have input your details it will return an instant result and 
notify the school office electronically of your eligibility.  If you would prefer us to check on your behalf, 
please email Mrs Burr with YOUR name, YOUR date of birth and YOUR national insurance number.  We 
would like to reassure you that all applications made are confidential and no child is identified as a Pupil 
Premium child in any way in their day to day school life.  Equally being entitled to free school meals does 
not mean your child has to eat a meal every day!   
 

Even if your child is in Year R, 1 or 2 and already entitled to Universal Free School Meals, if 
you think you might be entitled to this benefit please complete the form.  This valuable 
extra funding ensures that we can offer many different types of support throughout the 
years your child is at our school and will ensure they continue to receive free school meals 
as they move into KS2. 
 

Just one day of qualifying entitlement = 6 years of funding!  
Current funding = £1455 per child per academic year 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants/

