
 

Friday 9th February 2024 
01962 772381    adminoffice@ropleyschool.hants.sch.uk 

Newsletter No 20 

Be your best, achieve together 

 APPRECIATION      BELONGING      COMPASSION 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd gives his life for his sheep 

NEW STORAGE FOR NORMA’S GARDEN 
Thanks to additional funding from EHDC S106 Generic 
Funding Allocation, we have been able to purchase a 
storage shed for Norma’s Garden.  This means that we 
can store the game pieces for the games tables, and 
books and activities that the children would like to use 
in Norma’s Garden. 
This is the final piece of equipment for Norma’s Garden 
as we now move onto the installation of the bee friendly 
garden area.  This is being planned for after half term 
and we will soon be asking for volunteers to help us to 
get the groundworks completed so that planting can 
begin in earnest.  A very big thank you to John Henry 
Wicks who is going to supply all of the hard 
landscaping materials that we 
need.  Look out for a ‘Groundforce’ 
Day, soon after half term, when we 
will ask for volunteers for an hour 
or two to get the garden ready for 
planting!  Exciting times! 

PANCAKE RACES 
Today we held our annual pancake races!  The children 
raced for their house in heats on Thursday, with the 
final races held on Friday!  Luckily the weather proved 
to be dry enough today and the children were able to 
use the playground to cheer on their house!  The 

winners of this year’s Pancake Race was: HAPPEL!  
There are lots of 
photos on our 
website, please 
take a look. 
 

We also said 
goodbye to Lynn 
Thompson who is leaving us today to start a new job in 
the NHS.  We are sure that she will welcome the 
opportunity to work in a warm, dry office with a comfy, 
adult sized chair and be able to take regular comfort 
breaks whenever she wants (or needs) to!  Needless to 
say, we will all miss her and wish her every success in 
the future. 

HAMPSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE VISIT 
Our Year 6 children were given the amazing treat of a 
flight simulator visit this half term.  This was first prize in 
a raffle at last year’s Admin Officers Conference, which 
we were delighted to win!  Fit with real controls and 
pedals, as in the real aircraft, the simulator allowed the 
children to take off and fly themselves across a digital 
model of Hampshire, spotting their own back garden on 
screen. The real challenge was landing the aircraft, which 
resulted in lots of laughter. The children also tried on 
equipment that is used by the flight crew.  Throughout 
the experience, a HIOWAA staff member was on hand to 
help and educate the students about the real crew and 
aircraft.  Take a look at the photos on our website! 
The Air Ambulance is a fully funded charity that relies 

solely on donations.  They are an amazing organisation 

that saves lives every single day.  If you would like to 

make a donation, please visit their website https://

www.hiowaa.org/donate/ 

 

PLEASE LET ME BLOOM! 
Our crocuses and snow drops have started to pop 
through the grass, indicating that spring is on its 

way!  Please don’t allow your children to trample them 
in their haste at the beginning and end of the day.  They 
really do deserve a chance to stand tall and bloom! 

https://www.hiowaa.org/donate/
https://www.hiowaa.org/donate/


 

INCLUSION HUB 
This week we discussed emotion coaching by Dr John 
Gottman.  Mrs Hayes has left some resources in the foyer 
for you to take if you were unable to attend this week.  If 
you would like to learn more about Emotion Coaching 
follow the link and watch the 5 or 25 minute videos 
explaining it in more detail: 
 https://www.emotioncoachinguk.com/resources-for-
professionals-parents-carers 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Happy Birthday to all the children who have 

their birthday in this week and over half term : 
 

 Leonardo F Zeph S  Emily I 
 Harrison D Skyla S  Theo C   

Thank you to Cissy B and Theo C for the fabulous 

books they have donated to the library for their 

birthdays.  Thank you to Cissy B also for the crayons 

she has donated to her class for her birthday.   
Mrs Howling will put sticker in the front of the books 

with their name on. 
 

If you would like to donate a book, or something else, 
for your child’s birthday, the link to our wishlist is: 

https://amzn.eu/bXvpSme 

DIARY DATES 
New dates or changes in bold 

Mon 19th Feb INSET Day 
Tues 20th Feb Return to School Spring 2 
Thur 29th Feb Last Teacher Led Club Session 
Fri 1st Mar  House Cross Country, 2pm 
Wed 6th Mar Yr 1 & 2 Royal Victoria Country Park 
Thur 7th Mar World Book Day 
Tue 12th Mar Listen2Me Concert to Parents, 11am 
   Carpenter Bee Class Only 
Wed 13th Mar Parents Evening 3.30pm-6.30pm 
Thur 14th Mar Parents Evening 3.30pm-6.30pm 
Fri 15th Mar Comic Relief Day 
Wed 20th Mar Full Governing Body Meeting 
Tue 26th Mar Dramabeasts Performance to Parents 
   And children, 2.30pm 
Thur 28th Mar Easter Performance to Parents at 
   St Peter’s, 9.30am 
   Open Afternoon for parents to view 
   Children’s books, 2pm  
Thur 28th Mar Break for Easter 
Mon 15th Apr Return to School Summer 1 
Wed 22nd May Year 4 & 5 Dress Rehearsal 
Thur 23rd May Founders Day 

This week’s theme in Worship has been ‘The 
Good Shepherd’.  The children have 
considered what a good shepherd should be.  
They learnt that the shepherds generous and 
kind leadership of their sheep was used as an 
example of Jesus, which was why the 
shepherd was chosen as the first to meet the 
Baby Jesus.  Christians believe that God is the 
voice we should all listen to and that He will 
show us what good leadership looks like so 
that we may be kind and loving to those who 
need our help. 

 
 
 

The theme of this year’s Safer Internet Day was ‘Inspiring 
change? Making a difference, managing influence and 
navigating change online’.  
Safer Internet Day is the UK’s biggest celebration of 
online safety. Each year it covers an online issue or 
theme that speaks to the things young people are seeing 
and experiencing online. Created in consultation with 
young people across the UK, this year’s Safer Internet 
Day will be focusing on change online, this includes: 
 

 Young people’s perspective on new and emerging 
technology 

 Using the internet to make change for the better 
 The changes young people want to see online 
 The things that can influence and change the way 

young people think, feel and act online and offline 
 

The Safer Internet Day website has lots of information 
and resources which you may find of interest. Click on 
the link above to take you straight to the website! 
 

There is also lots of information on our website here: 
Online Safety—What Parents Need To Know 

 

There is also a folder in the entrance lobby with copies of 
all the posters which are produced by National Online 
Safety.  They cover popular apps and games such as 
Roblox, Snapchat, Instagram, FNaF, Minecraft and 
much, much more!  Please help yourself if you would like 
to take any away with you.  Their latest poster is always 
included in this newsletter on page 5. 

Jesus uses a Good 
Shepherd as a good 
example of good 
leadership. 

Christians believe 
because God is the 
most good being, his 
leadership and voice 
as the Good 
Shepherd is one we 
can follow. 

https://www.emotioncoachinguk.com/resources-for-professionals-parents-carers
https://www.emotioncoachinguk.com/resources-for-professionals-parents-carers
https://amzn.eu/bXvpSme
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024
https://www.ropleyprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Online+Safety+%2D+What+Parents+Need+to+Know%2E%2E%2E%2E&pid=106


 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 

PUPIL PREMIUM FUNDING 
 

Every year, the Government allocates funding to schools to help address the national trend that 
disadvantaged students do not attain as highly as non-disadvantaged students. This valuable extra money 
is allocated to schools to provide additional or enhanced provision, so that no child is left behind in their 
education as a result of financial circumstances.  This can include subsidising after school clubs and trips as 
well as providing additional learning support or resources in class, for example. 
 
Eligibility criteria 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 
a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 
Parents and carers can check eligibility simply and easily by visiting: 
 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants/ 
 

 

and clicking on ‘New Application’.  Once you have input your details it will return an instant result and 
notify the school office electronically of your eligibility.  If you would prefer us to check on your behalf, 
please email Mrs Burr with YOUR name, YOUR date of birth and YOUR national insurance number.  We 
would like to reassure you that all applications made are confidential and no child is identified as a Pupil 
Premium child in any way in their day to day school life.  Equally being entitled to free school meals does 
not mean your child has to eat a meal every day!   
 

Even if your child is in Year R, 1 or 2 and already entitled to Universal Free School Meals, if 
you think you might be entitled to this benefit please complete the form.  This valuable 
extra funding ensures that we can offer many different types of support throughout the 
years your child is at our school and will ensure they continue to receive free school meals 
as they move into KS2. 
 

Just one day of qualifying entitlement = 6 years of funding!  
Current funding = £1455 per child per academic year 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants/

